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This course aims to facilitate a deeper understanding of the structure, goals, and nature of private law 
remedies. An emphasis is placed on the role of remedies within the broader structure of private law, 
and the question of what, if anything, remedies tell us about the substantive law. 
 
This is a course on advanced private law. It ranges across a variety of substantive private law fields, 
examining remedies arising from contracts, torts, trusts, and other sources of obligations. Students 
will be introduced to basic organising concepts such as rights, duties, wrongs, loss, and gain, and the 
various remedial goals of compensation, vindication, disgorgement, restitution, and punishment. It is 
asked whether, how, and why these goals are given different effect and priority across the different 
areas of private law. Particularly topical areas of interest and case-law developments may be given 
emphasis. 
 
The course will appeal to those who have an interest in private law, and who wish to take that interest 
further by researching and writing a paper on a remedies-related topic. The course builds upon 
students’ undergraduate knowledge, by enabling them to explore in greater depth a range of issues 
covered in the NUS core curriculum at a necessarily basic level. Students who enjoyed the remedial 
aspects of contract, torts, and trusts may find this course of particular interest.  
 
The course is assessed primarily by research paper. There may be a class presentation component, 
which will be reviewed depending on the permissibility of F2F teaching.  
 
The course does not cover restitution for unjust enrichment, which will be covered in another elective 
(Restitution of Unjust Enrichment LL4316V).  
 
A strong foundation in common law reasoning will be presumed. 
 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
At the end of this course, students should be able to: 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the structure, goals, and nature of private law remedies  
• Demonstrate an awareness of some modern debates in private law theory, their 

implications, and the broader context they lend to doctrinal developments. 
• Engage in advanced doctrinal analysis, cutting across the more traditional divisions in 

contract, torts, and equity. 
• Apply their theoretical understanding to legal doctrine. 
• Understand, compare, and critically evaluate how certain aspects of Singaporean remedial 

law has diverged from English law, and other major common law jurisdictions. 

 



COURSE CONTENT 
As this is a course on advanced private law and private law theory, it has both theoretical and doctrinal 
components. Seminars are a platform for introducing and discussing key ideas, theories, and 
doctrines. They are geared at equipping students with the conceptual tools to think about, and write, 
their research papers. 
 
Discussion of private law theory will be grounded in doctrinal examples drawn from English law and 
other major common law jurisdictions, not just Singapore. Particularly topical areas of interest and 
case-law developments may be given special emphasis. 
 
 
SAMPLE OF TOPICS COVERED IN SEMINARS (TO BE CONFIRMED)* 
 

Context-setting: some modern debates in private law theory 

What is a remedy? Basic organising concepts 

How can remedies be justified? Corrective justice, Civil recourse, and Rights-based theories 

Compensation for torts, breaches of contract, and in equity 

Account of profits and restitution for wrongs  

Substitutionary damages  

Compelling performance, or preventing or undoing a wrong 

Punishment in private law 

Agreed remedies 

Election and concurrent liability 

 

*Precise number and sequence of topics may be adjusted, depending on eg pace of coverage. 
 
 
 
 
 


